Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes of Jesus
Introduction:
When we go to the Sermon on the Mount we must go knowing that the
beatitude s were spoken by Jesus and is thus Holy Ground. Jesus is
conveying the Truth about Blessings or better yet how a person can
find true Happiness. Everyone on Planet Earth wants to be happy,
don t they? I truly believe this is a God given hearts desire of every
human being. It is well documented that throughout human history all
people have sought after Happiness. It is also well documented that
the seeking of happiness encompasses many misguided attempts to
find happiness without God. There are many who try and fail to be
truly happy. Jesus will show all of us how to be Blessed or Happy if
we would simply hear His Words and then apply them to our hearts and
lives.
1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and
sat down. His disciples came to him,
2 and he began to teach them, saying:
There are many Bible scholars who estimate that the crowd at
this Sermon reached in the thousands. There is no way of knowing the
exact number but we do see and hear the voice of Jesus thundering
through the Mountain and into this passage of Scripture! Jesus is the
Master Teacher and it will be wise to learn from Him!
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed in the Greek means Happy or supremely Blessed. Poor
in the Greek means distressed. So you will be happy if you have a poor
or distressed spirit. Why? Because God promises those who have a
distressed spirit will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Isaiah 57:15 For
this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, whose
name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is
contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to
revive the heart of the contrite. Again Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will
not despise. Is your spirit poor, distressed, broken or contrite before
the Holy God who Created you? If it is then Jesus says you will be
Happy!

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
The word mourn in Greek means to grieve. Jesus says we will be
happy if we grieve. Why? Because we will be Comforted. Those that
trust in Jesus have more than hope, they have the COMFORTER, the
Holy Spirit. Everyone grieves and mourns in this life, but those in
Jesus are happy and our grief turns to rejoicing because of the promise
of the Holy Spirit. John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter
(Holy Spirit) will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto
you. Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away." Isaiah 61:2,3 to proclaim the year of the
LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who
mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They
will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the
display of his splendor. Are you grieving? Jesus says you will be
happy if you grieve. Will we be happy because we mourn? No! We will
be happy because the promise of the Holy Spirit, (COMFORTER ) will
turn our grief into joy!
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
The word meek in the Greek means mild, which implies humility.
Jesus says we will inherit the Earth if we are humble. Pride is the
opposite of humble. This promise of happiness can only come from the
act of humbling ourselves. James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will lift you up. Again Jesus says in Matthew 23:12 For
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself
will be exalted. The inheritance of the Earth implies that the Earth will
always be in existence in order for Jesus to deliver this Promise. Do
you truly want to be happy? Then Jesus says be humble, meek and
mild, and you will inherit the Earth!
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.
We all know what it means to be hungry and thirsty. The Greek
word for hunger means to crave. The Greek word for thirst means to
thirst for something. The Greek word for filled means to satisfy. Now

Jesus is saying that if we crave or thirst for Righteousness we will be
satisfied! To be happy in this life we must hunger, thirst and find
satisfaction in Righteousness only! True happiness is not found in
possessions, money or in relationships with other people. Matthew
6:19-20 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. Matthew 6:33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. Again Psalm 42:1,2 For the director of
music. A <maskil> of the Sons of Korah. As the deer pants for streams
of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for
the living God. When can I go and meet with God? Righteousness
comes through Faith in Jesus. If you love me keep (obey) my
commands cries Jesus. His commands are Matthew 22:36-40
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus
replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments." You want to be Blessed or happy? Crave and thirst
for Jesus and you will be satisfied! As a Hymn suggest; come to the
Fountain so Rich and Sweet, cast thy poor soul at the Saviors feet,
plunge in today and be made complete, Glory to His Name. There is no
end to the Blessings that are in Christ Jesus!
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
The word merciful means in Greek to be compassionate by word
or deed. To obtain or receive mercy. For those who live and believe in
Jesus , they have received mercy. Mercy can also be defined as; God
does not give us what we deserve. Mercy is a property or Attribute of
Almighty God. So if we are to be shown mercy we should also show
mercy. If we desire to be or obtain happiness we must be merciful,
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not
been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! James 2:13. Jesus also
said in Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive men when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. Gain
mercy by showing mercy. Jesus help us to show mercy !
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

The Greek word for pure means literally clean or clear. So a
person who has a clean heart will be able to see God who is the Author
of Purity. The heart is our thoughts and feelings. What dominates your
thoughts? What is your dominate feeling? This s what it should be
Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. If this is your prayer, then I guarantee you this
promise of Jesus will be applied to you! No one can truly be happy
without a clear, clean and pure heart. Can they? Hebrews 12:14 Make
every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the Lord. Jesus clean my thoughts and my
feelings that I may truly be happy in this life and the next.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
The Greek word for peacemaker means to be peaceable. Who
doesn t want to live at peace with God and their fellow man? Will we
ever be happy if there is no peace? The true peace that is offered by
Jesus is the peace that transcends all understanding. Jesus is the
Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. We can have peace in our souls regardless what is going on in
the World! Because Jesus offers us peace, we should seek to live a
peaceful life in all Godliness. If it is possible, as far as it depends on
you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 True happiness
comes upon the soul of men when they are first of all at peace with
God, then with men. To be called sons of God is a great privilege
indeed. So be a pacemaker and find happiness!
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
What? Jesus is saying we are blessed or happy if we are
persecuted for living a Righteous life? Absolutely! The word
persecute implies suffering. We who know Christ will suffer as He
suffered. Isaiah 53:8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the
land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.

Again Philippians 3:10-11 I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection
from the dead. To suffer for Christ is the greatest of all expressions of
love and devotion. For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven refers to
Revelation 20:4; I saw thrones on which were seated those who had
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of
the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and
had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. To be slandered
or insulted for Jesus is common in this World who despises what
Christianity offers. Jesus said that if the World hates you, just
remember it hated me first. We who know Jesus and share in His
sufferings can rejoice because we know, great is our reward! Wow, to
be happy is to suffer for Jesus. Learning how to rejoice in sufferings
may sound to difficult, but great joy will come to those who grow in the
Knowledge of Jesus Christ! Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. Millions of Men and women from the Old Testament and for the
last two thousand years have suffered for Righteousness. We who
Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ are going to suffer persecution, but just
remember Jesus is Worthy and you are not alone!

